without anybody knowing anything about it -1 mean to say that anybody could have seen it for himself, but that scarcely anybody has - such a system that a move by a Montenegrin bandit chief is enough to send us all stumbling into an unfathomable catastrophe. It makes no difference what party is in power in France. There may simply be no choice in the matter. But even Jaures himself declines to say so. He prefers to shed tears over the Turks."
He reflected again. He thought fleetingly of that young, idealistic civil servant with the documents about oil. It was perhaps with him in his mind that he went on :
cc Here is one of the mysteries of politics - in the same sense as one talks about the mysteries of science. Why is it that a man like myself does not burn to intervene in this business, and leave until later his question about oil, which will easily keep ? Why doesn't he write this very day to Clemenceau and tell him that this is no time to go and make an electioneering tour in the Var, but that he ought to summon the Chambers with all speed ? Why doesn't he, eh?"
" When do the Chambers meet ? "
" They're talking about the r 3 th. Between now and then, there is plenty of time for everything to blow up. So why, I ask you ? Because there may be an appalling European situation, but there is no parliamentary situation that corresponds with it. There is nothing to be done. Yes, there is, though: somebody might get up, by arrangement with the government, and extract a reassuring declaration from Pichon or Clemenceau - if it isn't already too late. I'm not going to take on a little job like that. But otherwise - to whom, or to what, can one turn ? . . . If we had a ministry of the Right, or even simply a Delcasse* at the Quai d'Orsay . * . then, perhaps. But Pichon ? Pichon would ask me : * But what do you expect me to do ? *
" If you prefer to put it that way, it's too big a job. What one has to indict is the whole of European diplomacy for the past thirty years. If you bring an indictment like that, people will listen to you, if you are a good enough speaker,